
RESOLUTION 08-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SPRING HILL, TENNESSEE TO DESIGNATE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2536 DUPLEX ROAD, MAURY COUNTY TAX MAP 0250  

C, PARCEL 006.00, COMMONLY KNOWN AS "WHITE HALL", AS A 
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT SITE 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Spring Hill to promote the preservation and 
protection of the physical character and quality of life in the city; to promote the educational, 
cultural civic awareness and general welfare of the city while providing a sense of commitment 
and continuity between the past and present through the encouragement of preservation and 
protection of historically significant sites and structures; and to foster civic pride and historic 
recognition through the preservation of the City's heritage; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Joe Gaddes, owner of the property at 2536 Duplex Road, commonly 
known as "White Hall", pursuant to Title 2, Chapter 4, Section 2-405(2)(d) of the City of Spring 
Hill Municipal Code, has requested that this site be designated by the City of Spring Hill as a 
Historically Significant Site. 

WHEREAS, Title 2, Chapter 4, Section 2-406 of the City of Spring Hill Municipal Code 
provides that sites in the City of Spring Hill will be designated as Historically Significant Sites 
by resolution of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen upon recommendation of the City of Spring 
Hill Historic Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Spring Hill Historic Commission has recommended this site for 
such designation having met the Criteria for Designation of Historically Significant Sites as 
defined in Title 2, Chapter 4, Section 2-407 of the City of Spring Hill Municipal Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 
the City of Spring Hill, Tennessee that the property located at 2536 Duplex Road, Maury County 
Tax Map 0250 C, Parcel 006.00, commonly known as "White Hall", is hereby designated as a 
Historically Significant Site. 

Passed and adopted by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Spring Hill, 
Tennessee, this 21St Day of July, 2008. 

ATTEST: 

14 d-0 w1 - 
doad, City Recorder 

LEGAL F O Y  APPROVED: 



42f M a w  Co. 13 Williamson Co, Tax Map: 0250 C Parcel # 

SPRING WILL HISTORIC COMMISSION AGENDA APPLICA 1 

SECTION 1 - Request for Deslanatlon of HistorlcallySlgnlficant Slte: I I 

ON 

(Whlte Hall) , be deslgnated by the Clty of S 

Mistorlcally Significant Slte, 

I, 36 ED G A D D E ~  , pursuant to Municipal Code Title 

Section 2-406, request that tha property andlor site located at e-6 burtm 
2, Chapter 4, 

k&?-D 

The aforementioned propertv andlor site is (cheek all that a p ~ l v ,  
detail as necessatv): 

Thls form, along wlth (7) coples of the description of the property 
question must be filed wlth any applicable fee, fourteen (14) days 
Comrnlsslon meeting In order to be placed on the agenda, 

~pplkfant's Signature 1 ) 
f 

~ro.1/1% 

to the broad 
in our past; 

uction or that 
t represent a 

dis:inction; 
cant prlmarlly 

associated 

H ~ r e  associated with events that have made a signlfloant contributlor/ 
patterns of our history or Is associated with the lives of persons slgniflcan': 

13 A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstandlng importance; 
# Embody the distlnctive characteristlcs of a type, period or method of contqt 

represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or E 

m r n r n e n d e d  EI Not Recommended 

I I 

additional 

significant and distinguishable entity wh~se  components lack individual 
0 A building or structure removed from Its original location but which Is sign 

for architectural value, or which is the suwlving structure most Importa?'.ly 
wlth a hlstoric person or event: 

D A religious property with hlstoric importance; 
Cl A cemetery; or 
U Other (Please specify): 
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SPRING HILL HISTORIC COMMISSION AGENDA APPLICA ON 
(Sections 2 and 3) I 

Date: 6-3-08 

SECTION-2 - Reauest for Deslen Review: I I 
1 ,  , pursuant to Subdlvlslon Regulatlmi 

4-101,7 - 4-101 3, request that the property and/or project located at 

, be placed on the Historic Comm 

for the purpose of Design Review. 

Article IV 

ssion agenda 

SECTION 3 - Reques(for Removal of Deslgnatlon of Hlst?rhally.Slpnlficanl 

This form, along with (7) coples of the description of the property or 
question must be flled with any applicable, fourteen (14) days prlor to 
Commlsslon meetlng In order to be placed on the agenda. 

bite: 

1, , pursuant to Municipal Code 71th 
Section 2-409, request that the property and/or site located at 

, be removed from the designation 
Significant Site within the City of Spring Hill, 

Applicant's Slgnature u 
Date 

2, 

of 

Historic 

Chapter 4, 

Historically 

Commbslon: 

Placed on Hlstoric Commlsslon Agenda for meeting to be held on: 
1 at 

13 Recommended I2 Not Recommended 
Secretary of Historlc Co mlsslon n 
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13 14 Lipscomb Drivc 
Brentwood, Tcnncssee 
June 6,2008 

Spring Hill I-Iistoric Commission 
c/o Spring Hill. Codes Depwbnent 
1 99 Town Center Parkway 
P. 0. Box 789 
Spring Hill, Tennessee 37174 

Dear Commissioners: 

Thank y ~ u  for sending the application to have White Hall, a histodo site, 
designated by the city of  Spring Hi11 as Historically Significant; This property Is c 
Notional Register of Historic Places. Included ore seven copies of hfbnnation tha 
wife and 1 obtaked fiom the National Register that describes Ehe reasons for. its hit 
signil3canoe. Thc house wns built in 1844 and Is a Bne example of olnssicd arckit! 
on the exterior and a p a t  example of early Tennessee workmanship on the interic 
Militarily, it was also thc f h t  Spring Hill headqunrters of Confederate General Ea 
Dom, site where the ttoops under Genera1 Nahn 8. Forrest were fed on the day t 
the Bnttle of Franklin, and a hospital for the wounded after the Battle of Franklin. 
need fbrther inf~rmadon, you can contact my wife or me at the abave address or 6 
phone at (6 1 S) 3 7 1-069. 

Spring Hill is a town tlch in history, My wife fe and are so grateful for you 
interest in helping, preserving, and sbadng these sites. Thnnk you for considering 
Hall for this special designation. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 



Condition Chook one Check one - erroellent - dolorlorrtsd - unaltered A 6riglnal site 
2- Q O D ~  - ruln8 ., -2- alloraa - movod dele - - falr - uncxpaeed - 
Dsmcrlbm tho prorent end arlelnat (11 known) phynldal appearance 

S i t u a t e d  on the south side of Duplex Road on the e a s t e r n  edge OF the town of; 
Whl t e  Hal 1 is a two-story frame central-passage plan house w ' i t h  a one-story 
ell composed o f  former dependencies. B u i l t  I n  1844, the Greek R e v i v a l  house 
l lmestone foundation and h a s  a shallow hipped roof, The buildJng retajns i t  
in tegr i ty .  

The m a i n  facade faces  q o r t h  t o  the lane. A monumental pedimented portjco f s 
t h e  five-bay f ront ;  i t  i s  supported by four  square paneled pillars WI th tin 
Winds capitals. The pediment has a raking cornice end and  a p l a i n  weatherbc 
A heavy molded entablature w i t h  s dentrl course encircles the e n t l  re house. 
on the ground and upper f l o o r  are identical; double-leaf  paneled doors a r e  s 
two-l?ght s lde lJgh ts  by p l a J n  tapered p i l a s t e r s ,  and each entry  i s  topped b j  
transom and a s h o d  dered architrave hood. The upper doorway opens onto a ca 
balcony w l t h  a decorative raJ1. The e i g h t  large windows on t h f s  f r o n t  have 
louvered shutters, 

On VIE e a s t  e l e v a t i o n ,  a.n . inset b r i c k  chimney i s  s i t u a t e d  ahout twelve feet 
of the  f r c n t  oP t h e  house. Dbub'le-leaf doors a t  t h e  center open onto a ne 

: A b u i l d i  ng seam about two-thi  rds o f  the way down the  sqde ind' icates the encl 
rear porch. There are two shuttered 4/4 wlndows on the rear part and a f i x e  
window over the center door, The west facade I s  p l a i n ,  wl th  an  i n s e t  corbel  

The original rear porch a n d  g a l l e r y  were enclosed i n  the l a t e  1800's. There 
l igh t  sash wind9ws on the  rear; one on the upper story i s  very l a r g e  and has 
?nd may have been moved from the maln block o f  the house. A small center -p i  
+ens i n t o  a bath .  

A narrow shed s e c t i o n  i s  jo lned t o  the  rear porch a t  this po in t .  There js o 
shut tered window, agafn probably m v e d  from the main block,'and roof extends 
three f e e t ,  suppor t ed  by square posts conmcted a t  the tap by a l a t t i c e w o r k  

Two orl'ginal dependencies were long ago jo9ned t o  the west facade t o  form a 
The original two-story frame k'itchen i s  connected directly t o  the house. TI: 
po r t ion  serves as today's djni  ng room and the upstairs room i s  used f o r  s t o r  
exter fov has a large 6/6 window moved f r o m  the main house, a glass-paneled d 
a rear porch, a n d  smaller 6/6 windows i n  the upper l e f t .  An origfnal qua r t e  
t he  rear o f  the 01 d ki tchen structure, and serves as the modern kitchen, I t  
appearance is  basically unchanged from the time i t  served as a residence. I 
faces east and has a bat ten door and  6/6 window opendng onto a shed porch, 
small lookout and another 6/6 wlndow I s  on the south end and Wo on the west 
The porch f l o o r  i s  ra i sed  on stone p l e r s ,  connected by latt4cework. The st? 
steep t in roof;  the  l o f t  i s  now used for add5 t l o n a l  s torage .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the house i s  a modlflcatlon o f  the conmon central-passage pl 
staircase I s  no t  loca ted  I n  the  entrance hall b u t  rather on the e n c l o s e d  re 
house retains i t s  original. s ignificant  i n t e r i o r  features, includfng doors ar 
shouldered arch5 traves and o r i g i  naf ash f loors .  

No orfglnal o r  la ter  outbu l ld lngs  are located  on the property, 'the house 7s  
from Duplex Road .on a wide herringbone br ick  sldewalk and 1s set in a park c 
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Arms. of S l g n I l l c m c 4 h r c k  end Justlfy below - archeology-prahlsl~rlc - ~ommunlty planning - lnndeceps orohltecturs - archeology-hlalorlc - conaorv~llan - Inw - ngritulturo - mconornlcs Iltormtura 
a architeclura - aduaalibn -K rnl~itary - a d  - - onglnaorlng - r n u ~ l t  - c~mrnerco - cxplorallon~salttemonl - phllosophy - comrnunlcntlons - industry - pollllce:govornmon~ - Invontlon 

Spsclflc dater Bulfdsr Archhect H- .-- - - -  
Slatamant of Signlllcanco (in on. permgraph) 

White Wall, on Duplex Road i n  , t he  ~ o r t h e r n  M~ury County town of Spr ing H1 
under  Nat iona l  Reg i s te r  Criteria A, B and C fo r  i t s  local t ignif icance 5 n  
for i t s  assoc ia t lons  w i t h  i t s  f l r s t  owner, Dr. Aaron White, and for f t s  1 1  
Civil War h i s t o r y ,  The large +ram house was but1 t f o r  Dr. White in 1844 
brother Henry, Whi te was a 1 arge 1 andowner and e a r l y  surgeon and d o c t o r  I 

the Spring HS11 cormnun$ ty. His residence on the eastern edge o f  the v i l l '  
the bes t  vernacular adaptat ions  o f  the prevailing Greek Revlval i n  this pl 
Tho 2-s tory L-shaped cen t ra l  - p a s s ~ g e  house has an Imposing, pedimented por' 
p i  11 a r s  w i t h  Tower-of-the-Winds c a p i  rals, dc ta f l ed  doors a n d  ent r ies ,  and 
examples  o f  excellent!. l oca l  carpentry. The house r e t a f n s  i t s  o r ig ina l  i n  
and has n o t  been significantly, a1 tered. WhSte Hall i s  the  l a r g e s t  sl~rviv~ 
rri t h i n  the corporate 1 imifs of:' the town and the best frame example o f  c la ,  

About 1344 Dr. Aaron C. White, son o f  General W i l l i a m  White 111 who had m 
Tennessee f r o m  V i r g i n i a ,  mved f rom h i s  plantatJon a t  Elkton,  Gfles Count: 
t o  S p r i n g  Hill w i t h  his w i f e ,  E l i z a  Fajn, daughte r  of Samuel Fain and Sus, 
e a r l y  settlers in t he  western Ksury County v i i  l age  of Wflliamsport. Whit1 
purchased a 300 acre t ract  east of the  v i l l  age of Spring H i  11 , and had a 
s t r u c t u r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  there by his younger brother, Henry, The house facl 
Road (now Duplex Lane) and the  rear of t he  farm extended t o  beyond the Kel 
whi tewashed frame house was ch,rjstened "Whd t e  Hal 1 ". 
Although a mdical graduate o f  the Univers'ity o f  New York and a doctor 0.f 
White farrred i n  Spr ing  Hill f o r  a number of  years before s e l f  i n g  off  266 , 

eastern edge o f  h l s  farm t o  S e t h  Sparkman. He sold two one-acre lots on 
and  d o n a t e d  another 2 acres t o  the town o f  Spr ing H I 1 1  f o r  the erection o 
T h i s  was the s i te  for many yEars o f  the Spring Mi11 Male Academy, and J n  
Dr. Whl t e  S expressed desi re that i t  shoul d always remat n f o r  educatfonal 
now the s? te o f  the S p r i n g  Hi1 1 Pub1 i c  School. 

This left  Dr. White exact ly  30 acres surrounding white H a l l .  He resumed 
attendqng to the s ick  for many miles s u r r o u n d i n g  Spring Hill. His wife a 
ministered t o  as many OF hls pa t i en ts  as she could reach. I n  dolng s o ,  S 
yellow f e v e r  i n  a n  epidemic w h i t h  struck Spring H i l l  and d ied  I n  1853. 

A y e a r  later Dr. Whlte met Margaret Fain, a cousin o f  h i s  l a te  wiPe E l i t a  
John Fain, merchant and.owner of Forest ~ $ 1 1 ,  a large p lan ta t i on  on the F 
A f te r  a b r l e f  but  ardent courtshfp, he marrled her and brought her t o  Whi 
SIX 'chi ldren, a l l  christened i n  t h e  o l d  Presbyter ian Church: Rose, Ellen 
Lucy G.illes l e ,  Mary, and Caroline Wharton White. Dr. White died In 1874, 
t o  cope w i t  1 the s i x  yoirng chll dren. He i s  buried i n  the Sprf ng Hf 1 'I cem 
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Onlted States Department of the Interior 
Natlonal ,Park Servlce 

National R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places roeelred. 
' 

Inventory-Nomination Form 
Contlnuatlon sheet Wh f t a  Ha 11 Item number - 8 

I n  1877, Rose, the o ldes t  child married John Wesley Cheairs, grandson o f  p i  
Francis Cheaj rs, 111, and the couple took up reslldence a t  Whlte Hall \vi t h  
S h e  d i ed  in December o f  the same year, and Rose and her b ~ s b a n d  decided to 
Hal 1, When the e s t a t e  was offered Par sale by court order, to g i v e  the o t .  
proportionate par t ,  the couple b i d  i t  In; John Cheairs generously deeded h ,  
his wJfe i n  fee slmple, and thus the house r e m a i n e d  J n  the family. 

F o l l o w i n g  the death of Mrs, Cheai rs I n  1927, the house was for many years . 

of her chjl dren, Irene, Rose, and Wharton Cheai rs  . Upon the4 r deaths the 
t o  S c a r r i t t  College i n  Nashville, which i n  t u r n  sold  the property 5n 1969 ' 

Morton, the c u r r e n t  resfdent of the house. 

Several Civil War incidents are associated w j t h  MhJte Hall .  In March, 186: 
Confederate Cavalry General Earl Van Dorn established his headquarters a t  I 
In Spring Hill.  The general, h I $  s t a f f ,  a n d  aides-de-camp *oak over  the  el 
leaL:-ing only t h e  kitchen wing  t o  Dr. White, h i s  w i f e  t4argaret, and ssveral 

Van Dorn 1 i teral ly  held court I n  Spring Hill. He h e l d  s e v e r a l  mi1 4 tary  r e j  
a t t e n d e d  dressed J n  a r e s p l e n d e n t l y  tailored u n i f o r m ,  Brass band concerts ,  
t h e  ull lagers, and "the mans.lons were lighted until midnight," Van Dorn S L  
v t s f  t e d  a t  White H a l l  by Jessie McKissack Peters, wife  o f  nel q h b o r l n g  doc td  
S t a t e  Senator Dr, George 8. Peters, Such aspects o f  Van Doro s social  l i f e  
h i s  hostess, Mrs. Whl te, and s h e  a s k e d  her husband t o  get the qeneral o u t  c 
Before Dr. W h i t e  c o u l d  f ace  up t o  the uncomfortable t a s k  o f  asking the g e n e  
Van Dorn sumrraned h f m  and Cold White t ha t  he was transferrjng hl s  headquart 
M a r t l n  Cheairs house (now Ferguson Ha l  1 a t  the Tennessee Drphans Hone). 

Van Darn was 'in hJs new headquarters less t h a n  a week before  he was assassi  
George Peters i n  the county's mst famous murder, a major sensation of the  
a matter of df spute. 

On November 29, 1864, the advancing Confederate Army of Tennessee under Ger 
Mood enc i rc led  a large federa? force under General John Schof la ld  a t  S rfns 
Confederate detachment under General Nathan 0 .  For res t  entered Sprlng 1 111 
Road from the Rally Hill turppike, they were greeted by the WhSte fanily i r  
yard, who served the soldiers frled c h i c k e n  from black t l n  t r a y s .  rleighbor 
road p r o v l  ded b u t t e r m y  1 k and buttered b i s c u i t s  . (I4ost of General Schof 1 el c 
escaped t h a t  night . )  

After the terry ble  Battle o f  Frank1 I n  the next  af ternoon,  wounded sotdlers 
I n  the f ron t  and back halls o f  White Ha17 f o r  t rea tment  by Ur. White. In 1 
one of hfs chfldren recalled being frightened and disturbed by the  moans an 
the wounded. 

Dr. Aaron WhSte could not join the Confederate Arqy due to  deafness, but st 
S o u t h  throughout the war as a physician a n d  surgeon. 

.* . ,  ,-*.I 
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